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Agenda

 Introduction of a new qualification into the post-16
curriculum — what we have learnt

» Hear how the qualification has landed in the
school and college sector

 How we are supporting the qualification
« Q&A
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Enriching the curriculum in a changing world

In a rapidly changing world, it is important that enrichment provision is “right” in terms of:

* Meaning

* Relevance

* Quality

» Accessibility

It is critical for boosting student engagement, attendance, and wellbeing. Modern, effective enrichment goes
beyond extracurricular activities to provide essential skKills.

In a changing world, Cambridge OCR is the first awarding organisation to offer a general focused qualification in
sustainability, for first teach September 2025
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What is Cambridge OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability?

Cambridge OCR is the first awarding organisation to offer a general focused qualification in Sustainability for first teach September 2025.
It is a regulated non-performance table qualification with UCAS tariff points. Funding has been approved for 16-19 and Post-19

Our Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is a 150GLH qualification for students aged 16 or above who want to develop applied knowledge
and skills in sustainability to progress into employment where sustainability practices are essential, or into higher education
programmes.

» Aligns with DfEs climate change and sustainability strategy (refreshed spring 2026).

» The qualification provides students with knowledge and understanding related to these green skills:
» Climate literacy

« Circularity

« Carbon literacy and decarbonisation

» Sustainability leadership

« Communication and project management

« Data analysis



OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability

(Ho82)

Qualification 610/5293/0

number

First entry date 1 September 2025

Guided learning 150

hours (GLH)

Offered in England only

Eligibility for 16-19 and Post-16

funding

UCAS points This qualification is recognised in the UCAS

tariff tables. p 28,024, M 14,P 8
Structure F227: Fundamentals of sustainability 7scLH |

Exam series each
year

EA - 75mins, 60 raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50%

F228: Sustainability in practice 756LH|NEA-24
raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50%

January and June

CAMERIDCE
3 OCR

S O SON
Level 3 Certificote in
Sustainability

Caombridge OCR Level 3 Certificate
in Sustainability | HO82




Stakeholder Views

" More than 90% of Siemens’ business enables
our customers to achieve a positive sustainability
impact and we are delighted to see your proposed
qualification aligns with our key impact areas:

1. Decarbonisation and energy efficiency
2. Resource efficiency and circularity
3. Transforming societies.

This People, Planet, Profit approach is essential to
support the next generation and those individuals
looking to up-skill and re-skill. We believe
cross-subject approaches such as your Level 3
Certificate in Sustainability are essential for this
wide reaching and vital subject.”’

Siemens

! We know from our own workin schools

and colleges that students deeply care about
sustainability and caring for our planet, but they
do need helpand support to understand how this
care and concen can translate into sustainable
career opportunities. This qualification provides
the knowledge, skills and understanding that can
supportthisjourney.”

World Wide Fund of Nature

1 Qualifications like the OCR Level 3 Certificate in
Sustainability will support the next generation to
get the knowledge and skills they need to play a
role in a better future for us all. ”

Ellen MacArthur Foundation

' We particularly require‘green’skills in the
areas of circularity, sustainable leadership

and climate-conscious design. The proposed
qualification explores these topics and provides
learning opportunities that align with our early
careers offer.

Sustainability is more than a net zero journey; as

a creator of the world's most desirable vehicles,

our sustainability-rich vision of modern luxury
considers both people and planet. This holistic view
of sustainability, one that combines environmental,
economic and societal good, is reflected in the
Certificate. It is amongst the most important ideas
that we must teach the workforce of the future. ”/

JLR
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“University of York confirm that we recognise
the benefits of this small Cambridge OCR
Certificate in Sustainability and its role in

preparing students for success in higher
education.

I can confirm, having looked at the unit
specification, that this small qualification would
be beneficial to a student joining one of our

undergraduate programmes.”

Higher education support

University of York
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Year 1 outcomes

The Cambridge OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is designed to be taken alongside other
qualifications. It complements a student’s Level 3 study programme in a similar way to the Extended
Project (EPQ) by extending their knowledge, understanding and skills beyond their main studies.

* Number of centres: 15 (approximately 100 learners)

* Type of centres: Mix of Schools, Sixth Form Colleges and FE Colleges
« January 2026 exam. 96% pass rate

* Moderation visits taking place this term

 Newsletter Welcome to the Cambridge OCR Sustainability newsletter



https://teach.ocr.org.uk/welcome-to-the-cambridge-ocr-sustainability-newsletter?hs_preview=AUCOuclO-210599160586

Subject Support
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Teaching & Learning Assessment ____________|Training ______________

Curriculum Planner
Scheme of Work

Digital teaching and learning
resources

3rd party resources

Sample Assessment Material » Starting to Teach
Annotated Sample Assessment ¢ Preparing for the Exam
Materials * Preparing for the NEA

Assessment Story

Candidate Style Answers (EA)
Practice Paper

Candidate Style Work (NEA)
Student Guide
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Supporting the qualification

F227 (Exam)

There are comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These are
supported by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.

There is a practice paper available.
This unit is supported by many matched past paper exams questions via our dedicated exam builder site.

There are many mapped questions related to sustainability and climate education which will support the new
qualification. These bank of questions will allow you set topic tests and other assessment preparation material.
Questions can be accessed through ExamBuilder, our free test-building platform.

F228 (NEA)

There will be comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These will
also be supported by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.

Candidate style work available that highlights the depth and breadth for pass, merit and distinction work. Candidate
exemplars next academic year

10


https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/marketing/Security/login#MemberLoginForm_LoginForm
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Lesson | Specification coverage | GLH Lesson aims and Lesson ideas, key words and activities Useful resources Student

number outcomes independent
learning — ideas
and useful
resources

1 1.1 Definition of 1 By the end of the You will work through the Presentation 1. Here is guidance on | OCR Presentation 1: Students could read

sustainability

The principles and
concepts of
sustainability

The three pillars of
sustainability

Social sustainability
(people}
Environmental
sustainability (planet)

Economic
sustainability (profit)

lesson, students
should:

know the definition
of sustainability as
defined by the
Brundtland report

know the
components of the
three pillars of
sustainability

using the individual slides:
Slide 2: Introduce what the lesson will cover
Slide 3: Ask students what sustainability means for you?

This activity aims to get students considering what the term
‘sustainability’ means and what it encompasses. Students
could consider individually first, discuss with a partner and
then share with the class (think-pair-share) and/or they could
write their thoughts on mini-whiteboards before you
coordinate some sharing with the class.

The stimulus image has prompts that students can be
directed towards (with varying levels of support) if they
struggle to come up with ideas.

Consider encouraging students to think beyond the
‘environmental’ components of sustainability such as
recycling, looking after biodiversity, and renewable sources of
energy to aspects relating to quality of life and economic
prosperity. This sets the scene for introducing the three pillars
of sustainability later.

When gathering thoughts from the class you could collate
contributions into three columns reflecting the three pillars of
sustainability that can be referred back to later when these
are introduced.

Some ideas students might come up with include:

+ Being able to ‘keep things going as they are’ (i.e. to be
able to “sustain’ our way of life)

+ [nrelation to environmental sustainability:

o Protecting and enhancing biodiversity (E.qg. iree
planting, not using herbicides and pesticides, No

Introduction to
sustainability

the intreduction
sectiondearty part of
the Bruntland report
(note only the parts
relevant to 1.1 and
1.2 of the
specification)

€ OCR 2025

LEVEL 3 CEREHGAIE B

SUSTAINABILITY &

Cal

Intreduction fo sustainability E

scr oIkl

Topic Area 1: Understanding sustainability

1.1 Definition of cuctalnabiity

Laccon 1: An Imtroduction fo custsmsblity

Yeow wll oo

s s o et o mcsaradiity
s e o o s maniey

Sl motrsd ity e
Errarrarsd nokaratnd; s
oo el ey o

What does ‘sustainability” mean to you?

A definition of sustainability

‘mazeling the needs of he present withaul

compromising the abiity of fulure generations o
meel thair own needs'
Our Comman Future (WCED, 1987)

hex Brundtland report’
Brundiand Repart 1867:

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA
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Sustainability research project toolbox

Our support material toolbox to assist with the delivery of F228. As students produce a “sustainability research
project” the materials will focus on key skills required to successfully complete the project. We aim to publish the
sustainability research project toolbox before the end of term.

Topic Area 1: Sustainable practices in industry Sectors of the economy

Primary sector

This sector extracts raw materials from the
Earth. Examples include agriculture, fishing,
forestry, and mining.

1.1 Sectors of the economy and industries

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN TS 2 # You will cover:
The definition of each sector of the economy

S U S T AI N A B I L I TY & « ,!1 & The key processes completed by each sector of the economy

i The characteristics and common sustainability issues of each economic sector
Ho82 = Secondary sector
This sector manufacture raw materials from
the primary sector into finished products.
Examples manufacturing, food processing, or
construction.,

For first teaching 2025

Sustainability research project toolkit

12
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New for 2026 working with the educational recording agency ERA https://era.org.uk/
recorded resources that support delivery of examined unit.

AS/A Level Psychology

R =t N ] | Teacher I o et Py I
Subjects Resouroes ERa Profile

o rmwe | S i or register

e

ental Health Crimmimal
Psychology

g

Core Studies

Child Psyvychology Enwvironmental Sport & Exercise
Psychology Psychologsy

13


https://era.org.uk/
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Free climate education tools launched by OCR and WWF

OCR has produced a series of free climate teaching resources to help schools deliver their climate action plans. The initiative is
a partnership of the exam board with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Comberton Village School.

The resources are suitable for delivery to students from Years 7 to 11 and provide information about climate change and
sustainability in practical contexts. This includes being a sustainable business, greenwashing, and the differences between a
linear and circular economy.

PEOPLE

Sustainability OC R (INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETY)

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Sustainablelbusiness)

S

Name a business What products
that you think is =2 andlor services
‘sustainable.” does it provide?

Freely available New Teaching and Learning resources from OCR: supporting
the teaching of sustainability in schools and education.

Introduction

SUSTAINABILITY

PROFIT
(ECONOMY)

— —————
What do you What makes you
know about the think that the
business and the business is
way it operates? n sustainable?

PLANET
(ENVIRONMENT)

OCR has developed and created a series of delivery sessions centred around sustainability and climate education.

The journey is made up of five sessions (see below)that have been designed to help schools and teachers deliver sustainability and climate education in
a practical and engaging way.

The Department for Education (DfE) have directed that “by 2025, all education settings will have nominated a sustainability lead and put in place a
climate action plan-"!

Sessions available

« What is Sustainability
« People, Planet and Profit Products are designed to
If re-use and repair is last longer, be repairable
5 , not an option, then and use recycled materials | |y
Circular Coats - 100% recycled plastic N components should be é, % where possible. They ,/
iy Y| recycled to make new should be produced using | & M

+ Being asustainable business

+ Greenwashing

sauing plastic boties rom eading up i yet anolher landil, products. eco-friendly methods.

« Linear Vs Circular Economy

These sessions have been designed to be deliveredin schools and other educational settings through PSHE, year assemblies or curriculum down days.
Sessions have designed to run over 45-60mins and are supported with detailed session notes and guidance for teachers.

We are excited to provide you with resources that will help with your journey in helping young people understand and navigate sustainability in harmony

Gitcular Goats are mace for ¥ §
door in our unique recycled packaging s
+ Colours available: green and black B i po§slhle Products
+ Sizes avalable: small, mecium and large ™ G ‘should be used
are found for for as long as
\ obsolete q
Look good and be sustainable. products, whilst possible, and not
. discarded when

broken products

are repaired. We are bored of,

‘Keep warm, be more environmentaly riendly and do your bit o save
the planet’

We welcome your thoughts and feedback on using these resources.

www Gircularcoats.co.uk


https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/733528-sustainability-taster-sessions-for-key-stages-3-and-4.zip
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Teach Cambridge

We encourage you to sign up to OCRs Teach Cambridge a secure online space specifically for teachers so you
can access the necessary teaching and learning resources needed for qualification delivery. Find out how to get
started via the link below.

Teach Cambridge

15


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/

Contact Support

Join the community support network
Chris Graham

cgraham@hillsroad.ac.uk
linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0

Lisa Winnington, Subject Support

ocr.sustainability@ocr.org.uk



mailto:cgraham@hillsroad.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
mailto:ocr.sustainability@ocr.org.uk
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Next Steps

Visit the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability landing page to view the specification, sample assessment materials and support

Become part of the teacher learning community in Sustainability

Request factsheet and teaching and learning resources information sheet customerdevelopment@cambridge.org

Book on to a ‘Starting to Teach’ professional development course 9" June 2026

Sign up for email updates to keep up-to-date with the latest news, training and teacher resources.

Scan for landing page

Let us know you’ll be teaching the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability here.

For subject related queries, and to schedule a follow up, contact the Subject Support Coordinator
at support@ocr.org.uk or 01223 553998.

For local support, contact our Partnerships Team at partnerships@cambridge.org.



https://teach.ocr.org.uk/level-3-certificate-in-sustainability
mailto:customerdevelopment@cambridge.org
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest/
mailto:support@ocr.org.uk
https://www.ocr.org.uk/contact-us/partnership-managers/
mailto:partnerships@cambridge.org
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Thank you

© Cambridge OCR 2025
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