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• Introduction of a new qualification into the post-16  
curriculum – what we have learnt 

• Hear how the qualification has landed in the 
school and college sector

• How we are supporting the qualification 

• Q&A

Agenda
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Enriching the curriculum in a changing world

In a rapidly changing world, it is important that enrichment provision is “right” in terms of:

• Meaning

• Relevance

• Quality

• Accessibility

It is critical for boosting student engagement, attendance, and wellbeing. Modern, effective enrichment goes 
beyond extracurricular activities to provide essential skills. 

In a changing world, Cambridge OCR is the first awarding organisation to offer a general focused qualification in 
sustainability, for first teach September 2025
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What is Cambridge OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability?

Cambridge OCR is the first awarding organisation to offer a general focused qualification in Sustainability for first teach September 2025. 
It is a regulated non-performance table qualification with UCAS tariff points. Funding has been approved for 16-19 and Post-19

Our Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is a 150GLH qualification for students aged 16 or above who want to develop applied knowledge 
and skills in sustainability to progress into employment where sustainability practices are essential, or into higher education 
programmes. 

• Aligns with DfEs climate change and sustainability strategy (refreshed spring 2026).
• The qualification provides students with knowledge and understanding related to these green skills:
• Climate literacy
• Circularity
• Carbon literacy and decarbonisation
• Sustainability leadership
• Communication and project management
• Data analysis
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OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability 
(H082)

Qualification 
number

610/5293/0

First entry date 1 September 2025

Guided learning 
hours (GLH)

150

Offered in England only

Eligibility for 
funding

16-19 and Post-16

UCAS points This qualification is recognised in the UCAS 
tariff tables. D* 28, D 24, M 14, P 8

Structure F227: Fundamentals of sustainability 75GLH | 
EA - 75mins, 60 raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50% 

F228: Sustainability in practice 75GLH | NEA - 24 
raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50%

Exam series each 
year

January and June
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Stakeholder Views



University of York
Higher education support
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“University of York confirm that we recognise 
the benefits of this small Cambridge OCR 
Certificate in Sustainability and its role in 
preparing students for success in higher 

education. 
I can confirm, having looked at the unit 

specification, that this small qualification would 
be beneficial to a student joining one of our 

undergraduate programmes.” 
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Year 1 outcomes

The Cambridge OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is designed to be taken alongside other 
qualifications. It complements a student’s Level 3 study programme in a similar way to the Extended 
Project (EPQ) by extending their knowledge, understanding and skills beyond their main studies.

• Number of centres: 15 (approximately 100 learners)
• Type of centres: Mix of Schools, Sixth Form Colleges and FE Colleges 
• January 2026 exam. 96% pass rate
• Moderation visits taking place this term
• Newsletter Welcome to the Cambridge OCR Sustainability newsletter

https://teach.ocr.org.uk/welcome-to-the-cambridge-ocr-sustainability-newsletter?hs_preview=AUCOuclO-210599160586
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Subject Support

Teaching & Learning Assessment Training
• Curriculum Planner
• Scheme of Work
• Digital teaching and learning 

resources
• 3rd party resources

• Sample Assessment Material
• Annotated Sample Assessment 

Materials
• Assessment Story
• Candidate Style Answers (EA)
• Practice Paper
• Candidate Style Work (NEA)
• Student Guide

• Starting to Teach
• Preparing for the Exam
• Preparing for the NEA
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Supporting the qualification 
F227 (Exam)
There are comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These are 
supported by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.
There is a practice paper available.
This unit is supported by many matched past paper exams questions via our dedicated exam builder site. 
There are many mapped questions related to sustainability and climate education which will support the new 
qualification. These bank of questions will allow you set topic tests and other assessment preparation material. 
Questions can be accessed through ExamBuilder, our free test-building platform.

F228 (NEA)
There will be  comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These will 
also be supported by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.
Candidate style work available that highlights the depth and breadth for pass, merit and distinction work. Candidate 
exemplars next academic year 
.

https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/marketing/Security/login#MemberLoginForm_LoginForm
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Sustainability research project toolbox

Our support material toolbox to assist with the delivery of F228. As students produce a “sustainability research 
project” the materials will focus on key skills required to successfully complete the project. We aim to publish the 
sustainability research project toolbox before the end of term.
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New for 2026 working with the educational recording agency ERA https://era.org.uk/ 
recorded resources that support delivery of  examined unit.

https://era.org.uk/


Free climate education tools launched by OCR and WWF

OCR has produced a series of free climate teaching resources to help schools deliver their climate action plans. The initiative is 
a partnership of the exam board with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Comberton Village School. 

The resources are suitable for delivery to students from Years 7 to 11 and provide information about climate change and 
sustainability in practical contexts. This includes being a sustainable business, greenwashing, and the differences between a 
linear and circular economy. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/733528-sustainability-taster-sessions-for-key-stages-3-and-4.zip
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Teach Cambridge

We encourage you to sign up to OCRs Teach Cambridge a secure online space specifically for teachers so you 
can access the necessary teaching and learning resources needed for qualification delivery. Find out how to get 
started via the link below. 

Teach Cambridge

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Join the community support network 
Chris Graham
cgraham@hillsroad.ac.uk
linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0

Lisa Winnington, Subject Support
ocr.sustainability@ocr.org.uk 

Contact Support Cambridge OCR
Sign up for updates

mailto:cgraham@hillsroad.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-graham-4801972a0/
mailto:ocr.sustainability@ocr.org.uk


Next Steps
Visit the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability landing page to view the specification, sample assessment materials and support

Become part of the teacher learning community in Sustainability 

Request factsheet and teaching and learning resources information sheet customerdevelopment@cambridge.org

Book on to a ‘Starting to Teach’ professional development course 9th June 2026

Sign up for email updates to keep up-to-date with the latest news, training and teacher resources.

Let us know you’ll be teaching the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability here.

For subject related queries, and to schedule a follow up, contact the Subject Support Coordinator                                           

at support@ocr.org.uk or 01223 553998.

For local support, contact our Partnerships Team at partnerships@cambridge.org. 

Scan for landing page

https://teach.ocr.org.uk/level-3-certificate-in-sustainability
mailto:customerdevelopment@cambridge.org
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest/
mailto:support@ocr.org.uk
https://www.ocr.org.uk/contact-us/partnership-managers/
mailto:partnerships@cambridge.org
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