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Aims

* Understand how the qualification can be delivered in centres

« Update on centre progress who started 2025

* Know what supporting resources are available for unit F227 Fundamentals of Sustainability
« Know what supporting resources are available unit F228 Sustainability in Practice
 Introduction to the “OCR sustainability teacher community network”

* Next Steps

+ Q&A.
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What is OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability?

OCR is the first Awarding Organisation to offer a general focused qualification in Sustainability for first teach from September
2025. It is a regulated non-performance table qualification with UCAS tariff points. Funding has been approved for 16-19 and
Post-19.

Our Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is a 150GLH qualification for students aged 16 or above who want to develop applied
knowledge and skills in sustainability to progress into employment where sustainability practices are essential, or into higher
education programmes.

The qualification provides students with knowledge and understanding related to these green skills:
* Climate literacy

» Circularity

« Carbon literacy and decarbonisation

« Sustainability leadership

« Communication and project management

« Data analysis.
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Stakeholder Engagement

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

To ensure the teaching content is appropriate to fill green skills gaps and reflects the latest practices, we spoke extensively with
representatives from organisations during the development of the qualification.

' Looks a very interesting qualification and | can
see there are links to work we do in skills and
environment here at the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority.

Mayor Dr Nik Johnson -
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority

' More than 90% of Siemens' business enables
our customers to achieve a positive sustainability
impact and we are delighted to see your proposed
qualification aligns with our key impact areas:

1. Decarbonisation and energy efficiency
2. Resource efficiency and circularity
3. Transforming societies.

This People, Planet, Profit approach is essential to
support the next generation and those individuals
looking to up-skill and re-skill. We believe
cross-subject approaches such as your Level 3
Certificate in Sustainability are essential for this
wide reaching and vital subject.

Siemens

' We know from our own work in schools

and colleges that students deeply care about
sustainability and caring for our planet, but they
do need help and support to understand how this
care and concern can translate into sustainable
career opportunities. This qualification provides
the knowledge, skills and understanding that can
support this journey.

World Wide Fund of Nature

11 Qualifications like the OCR Level 3 Certificate in
Sustainability will support the next generation to
get the knowledge and skills they need to play a
role in a better future for us all. ”/

Ellen MacArthur Foundation

T'We particularly require ‘green’ skills in the
areas of circularity, sustainable leadership

and climate-conscious design. The proposed
qualification explores these topics and provides
learning opportunities that align with our early
careers offer.

Sustainability is more than a net zero journey; as

a creator of the world's most desirable vehicles,

our sustainability-rich vision of modern luxury
considers both people and planet. This holistic view
of sustainability, one that combines environmental,
economic and societal good, is reflected in the
Certificate. It is amongst the most important ideas
that we must teach the workforce of the future. ”/

JLR

1 Liverpool City Region Combined Authority

is therefore generally supportive in ensuring
learner and employer choice of publicly fundable
qualifications in this area of work and to developing
skills that help further our net zero commitments.

Liverpool City Region Combined Authority
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Qualification summary

Quialification number 610/5293/0

First entry date 1 September 2025

Guided learning hours (GLH) 150

Offered in England only

Eligibility for funding 16-19 and Post-19

UCAS Points This qualification is recognised in the UCAS tariff tables. p~28, 024, M 14, P8

Structure F227: Fundamentals of sustainability 75GLH | EA- 75mins, 60 raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50%
F228: Sustainability in practice 75GLH | NEA - 24 raw marks, 60 UMS marks | 50%

Exam series each year January and June

Exam resits Students can resit the examined unit twice before they complete the
qualification

NEA submission There are two windows each year to submit NEA outcomes and

request a moderation visit by an OCR Assessor
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OCR Level 3 Certificate in
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Specification

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATEIN

Curriculum planning SUSTAINABILITY
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How does it fit into a post-16 study programme?

The OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is designed to be taken alongside other qualifications. It complements a student’s
Level 3 study programme in a similar way to the Extended Project (EPQ) by extending their knowledge, understanding and skills

beyond their main studies.

A Level Design
Technology

Computing
(AAQ)

3x A Levels + Sustainability

Level 3
Certificate in
Sustainability

A Level A Level
Economics Geography

Cambridge Level 3
Technical in Certificate in
Business Sustainability

Engineering
(AAQ)

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA
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Transterable Skills

Our Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is designed to help students learn the wider transferable skills, knowledge and
understanding desired by employers and HEIs encouraging students to:

develop key knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to the subject
develop valuable communication and presentation skills that are important in all aspects of employment, further study and life
think analytically, creatively, critically and logically

develop transferable learning and skills including evaluation, planning, problem solving, research skills and time
management, that are important for progression to employment or HE and can be applied to real-life contexts and work
situations

develop independence and confidence in applying the knowledge and skills that are vital for progression to employment, or
HE which are relevant to the environmental conservation sector and more widely.

29 ¢ B O

Effective Independent ~ Problem Research  Critical Time
Communication Learning Solving Skills Thinking Management
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Sustainability Progression Pathways

Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 Employment
> Related level 2 > OCR Level 3 » Environmental
qualifications including Certificate in Practitioner
gth_E BlE)smgss 5 Sustainability apprenticeship
Telcj:hlr;egl’o esign an > Other related level 3 > Job roles where
9y, qualifications including sustainability practices
Economics, : are essential e.g.
Geography and A Level Biology, tainabilit istant
: Business, Design and sl oy siselsie
Science Technology or sustainability
Economics and coordinator
Geography » Further and Higher

Education e.g. BSc
(hons) Climate,
Sustainability and
Environmental
Management
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Qualification Structure

Qualification m External Assessment Non-examined Assessment

20 hours supervised +
5 hours unsupervised
24 marks

OCR Level 3 Certificate in 1 hour 15 minutes
Sustainability 18U et 60 marks
Our Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is assessed holistically and has a simple and intuitive assessment model comprising:
* One mandatory externally assessed unit, which focuses on subject knowledge and understanding

* One mandatory applied non-examined assessment (NEA) unit

Unit Title Assessment
Method

F227 Fundamentals of sustainability L/651/4773 75 GLH 50%
F228 Sustainability in practice M/651/4774 75 GLH NEA 50%
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Calculating the Qualification Grade

When we work out students’ overall grades, we need to be able to compare performance on the same unit in different
assessments over time and between different units. We use a Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) to do this.

A student’s uniform mark for the externally assessed unit is calculated from the student’s raw mark on that unit. A student’s
uniform mark for the NEA unit is calculated from the number of criteria the student achieves for that unit. The raw mark or

number of criteria achieved are converted to the equivalent mark on the uniform mark scale. Marks between grade boundaries
are converted on a pro rata basis.

Max raw Distinction® Merit Pass
mark/criteria (UMS) (UMS) (UMS)
F227 60 60 - 48 36 24

F228 24 60 - 48 36 24
Qualification Total 84 120 108 96 72 48
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Compensation model

The total number of achieved criteria for each unit can come from any of the Pass, Merit or Distinction criteria.

Unit F228

Total number of assessment criteria: 24 (12 Pass, 7 Merit, 5 Distinction)

Total criteria required for: Pass: 10, Merit: 15, Distinction: 20

Pass Pi1 | P2 | P3| P4 | P5|P6 | PZ| P8 | P9 |P10|P11| P12

Merit M1 | M2 | M3 | M4 | M5 | M6 | M7
Distincton | D1 | D2 | D3 | D4 | D5

In the example above the teacher has awarded 13 raw marks (9 Pass, 2 Merit and 2 Distinction).

This would result in a PASS grade for the unit.

If a student achieves 13 marks, they carry 13 marks forward. We won’t cap them at 10 marks.
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Subject Support
Teaching&Learning  |Assessment |Training

Curriculum Planner
Scheme of Work

Digital teaching and learning
resources

3rd party resources

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Sample Assessment Material « Starting to Teach
Annotated Sample Assessment ¢ Preparing for the Exam
Materials * Preparing for the NEA

Assessment Story

Candidate Style Answers (EA)
Practice Paper

Candidate Style Work (NEA)
Student Guide



Curriculum planning suggestion

The OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability could be completed by students over two years or one.

Model 2: Qualification completed over one year

This model assumes about 5 hours per week for 33 weeks.

Year 1

‘ Autumn 1

F227 Topic Area 1:
Understanding

12 hours plus
independent study)

F227 Topic Area 2:
Environmental

16 hours plus
independent study)

F227 Topic Area 3:
Economic

6 hours plus
independent study)

sustainability (approx.

sustainability (approx.

sustainability (approx.

‘ Autumn 2

F227 Topic Area 3:
Economic

11 hours plus
independent study)

F227 Topic Area 4:
Social sustainability
(approx. 7 hours plus
independent study)

F227 Topic Area 5:
Communicating
sustainable practices
(approx. 16 hours
plus independent
study)

F227: Revision

sustainability (approx.

‘ Spring 1
F227: Revision

F227: Examination

F228: Topic Area 1:
Sustainable practices
in industry (approx.
10 howurs including
independent study)

F228: Topic Area 2:
Plan research
(approx. 10 hours
including independent
study)

F228: Topic Area 3:
Conduct data
collection (approx. 9
hours including
independent study)

F228: Topic Area 4:
Analyse data and
draw conclusions
(approx. 10 hours
including independent
study)

‘ Spring 2

F228: Topic Area 4:
Analyse data and
draw conclusions
(approx. 5 hours
including independent
study)

F228: Topic Area 5:
Communicate
research conclusions
(approx. 6 hours
including independent
study)

F228: Topic Area 6:
Evaluate research
projects (approx. 5
hours including
independent study)

F228: NEA
Assessment
(working on)

‘ Summer 1

F228: NEA
Assessment
(working on)

F227: Resit revision

‘ Summer 2

F227: Resit revision

F227: Resit
examination

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA
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Subject Support continues

F227

There are comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These are supported
by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.

There is a practice paper available.

This unit is supported by many matched past paper exams questions via our dedicated exam builder site.

F228

There will be comprehensive teaching and learning slides available via Teach Cambridge for all topic areas. These will also be
supported by detailed teacher support/delivery notes.

There will be candidate style work available that highlights the depth and breadth for pass, merit and distinction work.

We are also working with the educational recording agency ERA https://era.org.uk/ in providing recorded resources that support
delivery of the qualification — watch this space.



https://era.org.uk/

F227: Fundamentals of

sustainability

Supporting resources

Level 3 Cerificate in Sustainsbdity

5.2 Externally assessed unit

5.21 Unit F227: Fundamentals of sustainability
Unit aim

Sustainability is complex, in 1987 the United Nations Brundiland Commission defined s

as ‘meeting the of the present without compromising the ability of future generati

their own needs’. Many governments and organisations have committed to sustainable goals,
including reducing their environmental footprints and conserving resources. To be sustainable,
organisations need to make decisions that ensure th nancially sustainable and help people to
make sustainable choices that limit environmental impact.

In this unit you will learn about the three pillars of sustainabili vironmental sustainability,
economic sustainability, and social sustainabi and the compromises that need to be made to be
sustainable. You will explore the impact organisations and individuals have on climate change and
approaches that can b 8 Bnvi N impact. You will learn about the
sustainability of different ec i z C tainability dilemma. You will also
leamn about key principles be
encouraged L rganisations can communicate their sustainable praciices
erated through the practices of ‘greenwashing’.

Unit F227: Fundamentals of sustainabili
Topic Area 1: Understanding sustainabili

nciud
o Know the definition of sustainability as
| sustaimability {people) defined by the Brundtland report

» Environmental sustainability (planat) o The components of the three pillars of
« Economic sustainability (profit) sustainability
1 The inter-relationships between the three
pillars of sustainability

1 How green growth
different perspec
relationships between the three pillars of
sustainability

1 The importance of balancing economic
growth with impacts on people and the
environment

1 How to interpret trends and patterns from
charts, graphs, and tables in sustainability
contexts

Examples of sustainability contexts may

1 United Mations Sustainable Development
Goals (UM SDGs)
1 Environmental sustainability

Version 1.0 [Februa
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Scheme of work
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Each lesson will have detailed teacher notes and a PowerPoint presentation. Scheme of work for Unit F227 has been created
topic area and are available to view in Teach Cambridge The scheme of work will include:

Lesson aims

Topic Area 1: Understanding sustainability

1.3.2: UK government inter i to
Lesson 9: Government interventions

You should be able to:

State the five types of intervention which the UK government uses to promote
sustainable decisions that are named in the specification.

Name the government strategy linked to sustainability that is named in the
specification.

Name the government act linked to sustainability that is named in the specification.
State the main purpose of the Climate Change Act.

Describe the actions that must be taken to comply with the Climate Change Act.

You will also:

«+ Explore the concept of strategies and policies in relation to the power section of the
Net Zero Strategy.

«+ Develop your skills of analysing and evaluating data.

©ocR2025

Lesson activities

Key stakeholders for sustainability — mind map

[ ——

Organisations or
indiduals who
provido goods or
Services o olher
organisations.

People or those vulnerabie o flooding) or

L wll 3 parh counis, undory Sorvicos o 2
across the. authorities and mayors of local another Who are responsible ‘allotments, of repair shops.

e o combined suhontee. e o Tor i achons 3

dentify the different cat d examples of for sustainabilty represented by the numbers in the mind map.
Some numbers have supporting information to help you work out what they represent and so what category that stakeholder is
in. © OCR 2025

Quick quizzes

Quiz

. What are the three pillars of sustainability?
. What does SDG stand for?

. How many SDGs are there?

. When were the SDGs adopted?

. What is the deadline year for the SDGs?

o o & W N

. List as many SDGs as you can.

©ocR 2025

Exploring contexts

Developing strategies, policies, procedures and ‘laws’

For your household, consider either:

a) waste management (reducing total quantity of waste and reducing the proportion that
goes to landfill)

b) reducing energy usage (gas and electricity)

©ocr2025

Considering other issues

The language used to describe countries

Least developed, most developed
Developing, developed

High, upper-middle, lower-middle, and low income countries (World Bank)
Global North, Global South

Have a look this map: The world by income, FY2017 (datatopics.worldbank.org)

What do these terms mean to you?
What is useful about these terms?
What are the negatives about these terms?

‘Which terms do you think are the best to use?

Exploring data

How to interpret data

. What kind of graphic is this?

. When is it appropriate to use this type of
graphic?

What does this graphic show?

Who has collected and presented the
data? How confident are you that the
data is accurate?

What year is this information relating to?
Is it OK to use it to draw conclusions
about the current situation?

What would you suggest needs to be
done based on this information?

ho!

N

> w

@

Ld

Graph by https://ourworldindata.org/ghg-
e emissions-by-sector

Progress check lessons

A context: clothes

. How does the clothing sector of the economy relate to the three pillars of
sustainability?

What is the sustainability challenge within the clothing sector?

How do the three pillars of sustainability interact within the clothing
sector and what compromises or trade-offs are made?

Which SDGs relate to the clothing sector?

Name some key in relation to inability within the
clothing sector. Is there conflict between the aims of each stakeholder?
. What strategies, policies or procedures would help improve the
sustainability of the clothing sector?

How could the UK government intervene to improve the sustainability of
the clothing sector? What compromises would this require?

What are the and di of different

interventions to improve the sustainability of the clothing sector?

What choices can individuals make to improve the sustainability of the
clothing sector?

won

bl

o

I3

~

®

©
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Lesson | Specification coverage | GLH Lesson aims and Lesson ideas, key words and activities Useful resources Student

number outcomes independent
learning — ideas
and useful
resources

1 1.1 Definition of 1 By the end of the You will work through the Presentation 1. Here is guidance on | OCR Presentation 1: Students could read

sustainability

The principles and
concepts of
sustainability

The three pillars of
sustainability

Social sustainability
(people}
Environmental
sustainability (planet)

Economic
sustainability (profit)

lesson, students
should:

know the definition
of sustainability as
defined by the
Brundtland report

know the
components of the
three pillars of
sustainability

using the individual slides:
Slide 2: Introduce what the lesson will cover
Slide 3: Ask students what sustainability means for you?

This activity aims to get students considering what the term
‘sustainability’ means and what it encompasses. Students
could consider individually first, discuss with a partner and
then share with the class (think-pair-share) and/or they could
write their thoughts on mini-whiteboards before you
coordinate some sharing with the class.

The stimulus image has prompts that students can be
directed towards (with varying levels of support) if they
struggle to come up with ideas.

Consider encouraging students to think beyond the
‘environmental’ components of sustainability such as
recycling, looking after biodiversity, and renewable sources of
energy to aspects relating to quality of life and economic
prosperity. This sets the scene for introducing the three pillars
of sustainability later.

When gathering thoughts from the class you could collate
contributions into three columns reflecting the three pillars of
sustainability that can be referred back to later when these
are introduced.

Some ideas students might come up with include:

+ Being able to ‘keep things going as they are’ (i.e. to be
able to “sustain’ our way of life)

+ [nrelation to environmental sustainability:

o Protecting and enhancing biodiversity (E.g. iree
planting, not using herbicides and pesticides, No

Introduction to
sustainability

the intreduction
sectiondearty part of
the Bruntland report
(note only the parts
relevant to 1.1 and
1.2 of the
specification)

€ OCR 2025

LEVEL 3 CEREHGAIE B

SUSTAINABILITY &

Cal

Intreduction fo sustainability E

scr oIkl

Topic Area 1: Understanding sustainability

1.1 Definition of cuctalnabiity

Laccon 1: An Imtroduction fo custsmsblity

Yeow wll oo

s s o et o mcsaradiity
s e o o s maniey

Sl motrsd ity e
Errarrarsd nokaratnd; s
oo el ey o

What does ‘sustainability” mean to you?

A definition of sustainability

‘mazeling the needs of he present withaul

compromising the abiity of fulure generations o
meel thair own needs'
Our Comman Future (WCED, 1987)

hex Brundtland report’
Brundiand Repart 1867:

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA



; CAMBRIDGE

Slides 14-13

The graph on slide 15 shows the current link between
meeting the social foundation and ecological overshoot.

Countries that have a large social shortfall don't have
much ecological overshoot at all (their economic activity
isn't big enough to meet the needs of society, noris it
big enough to cause significant environmental damage).

As economies grow and social short fall lessens (i.e.
moving higher up on the graph) this leads to more
ecological overshoot (moving to the right on the graph).

This is evidence, globally, for the diagram describing the
challenge discussed on slide 12.

It might be worth discussing, or asking students to
investigate as a homework, the case of Costa Rica
which is reducing its social shortfall and getting close to
meeting all society’s needs without having much of an
ecological overshoot. Because of this Costa Rica won

the Earthshot prize in 2021.

Slide 16: Summary of the challenge of sustainability
then plenary

Slide 16 summarises the challenge of sustainability in
relation to the terminology used in doughnut economics.
It is this challenge that the course addresses from
various different angles.

A short plenary to check leamning could involve asking
students fo:

1. Write out the definition of sustainability used in this
course

2. List the 3 pillars of sustainability

3. Describe what each pillar of sustainability

ENCcompasses.
Answers:

Intreducing doughnut economics
e comns S ik 1
e s palard of
—— DOUGHNUT
ECONOMICS
Figgura 1. Ulobud prarforrraanss
i 1 s Do s
Sk wrd _hoat Spsew’ o 1AL
s 2010, e o
o rcdl Dourciaren s
w1s Sy MRl n
e whcty
Faasect, - Fareing. &, el
AW, Sckad Jarad [t
HOGY) The ascad peaTat any
e o e
[TE P eyt
N
iroge - Mares Sendatin
*
Lt kst g 3 0 Ewaret of sbewr®ill beskow e
ST U Vs oot Of v oo S e
RO S RN SO0 SO | RS T
Pty - Fawing ALE, Crni DAY, il Jar ol |7 mo
o (2000 The o preTll semghosr o
earicar s Soarsdiny S0 pp. B
g - ML Geltenandny
N Rl o oghins SEormess n W e g

The challenge of sustainability

How dowe broak the Ink babaseon reaching tha socal
foasrudation and going ower the ecological ceiing?

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA
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Exam preparation support: question papers

The sample question paper and a quide to our sample assessment material are both already live on our website. A practice
paper is available to view in Teach Cambridge.

e— OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability F227 Sample assessment material
—

1 Finley is becoming increasingly interested in sustainability and keen to save the planet's

— e e e e e S e | B e et L R R e R

8 Two months ago, Finley saw an advert in a fashion magazine for a new coat and decided to

(a)
Q. .
Circular Coat
Our fashionable coat:
L' saving plastic bottles
Hi Circular Coats are m:

door in our unique re

« Colours available: ¢
« Sizes available: sm

Tir
( Look good and be su
¥
L]
‘Keep warm, be more
the planet’
1 www.circularcoats.co
T— However, Finley has just
is made from 100% recy
The Advertising Standart
be withdrawn.
(a)

buy one. The advert claimed that the coat was made franm 100% recucled niastic T R T R

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability H082
Unit F227: Fundamentals of sustainability
Practice Paper

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes

Explain two ways that greenwashing affected Finley's decision to buy the coat.

You can use:
* A calculator

4

4 Finley and their family recently moved io a new housing estate. The housing developer
= rAninnnd fhe aetabe be inclede sraen spaces with rees and plants to attract insects and other

ilso included a flood protection schema.

ate change information event. The graph below was
of the hottest day of each year in the UK since 1970,

This exam may include charts and
graphs which students answer

= questions on. Charts and graphs will
always be in greyscale.

BE 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

& two trends for UK temperaturss.

The number of points needed will
always be emboldened.

This is an example of a two mark

describe question. One mark is

@ *~___ available for each trend described.
This question assesses PO2 (apply
knowledge and understanding). Student
responses must be applied to the
graph in the scenario.



https://cambridgeorg-my.sharepoint.com/personal/chris_johnston_ocr_org_uk/Documents/Desktop/Sustainability%20to%20file/L3_Cert_SUS_Curriculum_Planner_v0.1.docx?web=1
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/729305-exploring-our-exams-a-guide-to-our-sample-assessment-material.pdf
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Exam preparation support: ExamBuilder

There are a large number of mapped questions related to sustainability and climate education which will support the new

qualification. These bank of questions will allow you set topic tests and other assessment preparation material. Questions can
be accessed through ExamBuilder, our free test-building platform.

O‘ R Home Manage Help Provide feedback User management Log out

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Home > Sustainability > Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability (H082)
Sustainability (H082)

+ Create test

My Tests Shared with me OCR Past Papers



https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/marketing/Security/login#MemberLoginForm_LoginForm
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Exam preparation support: Candidate style answers

Candidate style answers to our sample question paper. The aim of this resource is to show teachers how marks or levels (for
extended response questions) could be given and why. Our senior assessors have provided possible candidate responses and
then applied the sample mark scheme, adding commentary. These are available to view on Teach Cambridge.

Question 2 (c)

(c) The chain of pizza restaurants uses big data from all their restaurants.

Explain two benefits of using big data to the chain of pizza restaurants.

Exemplar 1 4 marks The candidate has given two benefits and has
applied them to the pizza chain.

Teaching point: Make sure students understand
that here, ‘Explain’in the question means that giving
generic benefits without specific context/application
to the scenario won't gain marks.

The specification’s Appendix B contains command
words and students should be familiar with these.

Explain is:
© GRS e e AR il This is image is taken from the candidate
=1 make sgmething cleanby describing and/or style answers to F200 to give an indication

giving information. what the resource will look like.



https://cambridgeorg-my.sharepoint.com/personal/chris_johnston_ocr_org_uk/Documents/Desktop/Sustainability%20to%20file/L3_Cert_SUS_Curriculum_Planner_v0.1.docx?web=1
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F228: Sustainability in
practice

Supporting resources

OCR Level 3 Centificate in Sustainabiity

5.3 NEA Unit

5.3.1 Unit F228: Sustainability in practice
Unit Aim

The growing awareness of sustainability has resulted in organisations looking for new, more
sustainable ways of operafing and working. Organizations who adopt sustainable working practices
and clearly communicate their sustainability credentials are more likely to benefit from increased
stakeholder and consumer support.

In this unit you will learn about the practices and technolegies organisations are using to become
sustainable. You will develop rese: lis to discover if the practices of a real organisation
inable and leam how to make evidence-based recormmendations to improve practices.
u will leamn how to present and showcase research to defend conclusions and
recommendations, and how to evaluate research projects.

& Sectors of th ny To include:
» Primary se o The definition of each sector of the
» Secondary sector (manufacturing) aconomy
» Tertiary s i ices) o The key proces completed by each
« Quaternary sector (k dge) sector of the economy
. Commen industries o The charactenstics and common
sustainability issues of each economic
or

1 The characteristics of common industries

Examples of common industries may include:
1 Agriculture

1 Enginearing
o Finance
1 Hospitality, tourism, retail, and leisure

of supply chains Te include:

0 design o The potential impact each sustainable
3 stainability initiatives
1 Educating stakeholders
1 Energy conservation o The advantages and dvantages of
1 Flexible working implementing each sustainable working
1 Improving energy efficiency practice
1 Inwvestment in sustainable projects o How to assess the current use of
1 Procurement sustainab  in an organisation
: Transportation and commuter schemes
1 Water conserv:

Version 1.0 (Februa 2 € ocr 2025
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Sample and live OCR-set assignments

The sample OCR-set assignment is available on our website for students to practice completing a sustainability research project
before they attempt the live OCR-Set Assignment. Live OCR-set assignments are available from 1st June each year and are
valid for 2 years. The 2025-2027 OCR-set assignment is available now from Teach Cambridge, our secure website that provides

access to resources and support for subjects.
Tasks for students and assessment criteria

Scenario title: Improving energy efficiency

Valid for assessment from September 20XX to 20XX.
For use by students beginning the qualification in September 20XX.

Scenario

You will undertake a research project to answer the following sustainability research
question:

. How do improvements in energy efficiency impact sustainability?

YYou must conduct your own research project where you collect and analyse your own data.

This data must be analysed to identify recommendations to improve the sustainable
practices that affect or have an impact within a specific chosen industry which you will
showcase at the end of your research.

Example industries may include:

. Agriculture

. Construction
. Engineering
. Finance

. Hospitality, tourism, retail, and leisure
. Manufacture

. Public services

Utilities (electricity gas, water).

OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability

Unit F228: Sustainability in practice

Scenario Title: Encouraging higher recycling rates.

Valid for assessment from September 2025 to June 2027.
Intended for use by students beginning the qualification in September 2025.

Scenario

You will undertake a research project to answer the following sustainability research question:

*  How could higher recycling rates be encouraged in your chosen industry?
You must conduct your own research project where you collect and analyse your own data.

This data must be analysed to identify recommendations to improve the sustainable practices that
affect or have an impact within a specific chosen industry which you will showcase at the end of
your research.

Example industries may include

Agriculture
Construction
Engineering
Finance

Hospitality, tourism, retail and leisure
Manufacturing

Public services

Utilities (electricity, gas, water).
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Sustainability research project toolbox

Our support material toolbox to assist with the delivery of F228 is now available. As students produce a “sustainability research
project” the materials will focus on key skills required to successfully complete the project. We aim to publish the sustainability
research project toolbox before the end of term.

Topic Area 1: Sustainable practices in industry Sectors of the economy

Primary sector

This sector extracts raw materials from the
Earth. Examples include agriculture, fishing,
forestry, and mining.

1.1 Sectors of the economy and industries

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN - Zs 7 : You will cover:
The definition of each sector of the economy

S U S T AI N A B I L I TY 2 = - The key processes completed by each sector of the economy

The characteristics and common sustainability issues of each economic sector

Ho82 Secondary sector

This sector manufacture raw materials from
the primary sector into finished products.
Examples manufacturing, food processing, or

construction.

For first teaching 2025

Sustainability research project toolkit

ocr.org:uk/sustainability.
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NEA candidate style work

To illustrate the requirements of the sample OCR-set assignment, we are currently producing candidate style work. Candidate
style work will be available at grades pass, merit and distinction each with “moderator commentaries” explaining the assessment
decisions. We aim to publish the candidate style work in the late autumn/early spring.

Task 1 - Plan a data dashboard

Sce . . .
s Total assessment criteria achieved: 4
Thic | Taskd PECPLE BOALS
is |
opp qu Evaluation @ @ @ @ Candidate work Moderator commentary
sus - H
with ™ The improvements that | would make if repeating this project would be to ask more people, maybe [l S —— oy e S p— Uind Map - ideas: P1 attempted, not achieved
w— i
tte | W by sampling customers outside of a range of hotels in Cambridge, rather than using contacts. - " -~
e b [yv—— . The target audience has not
f < '*‘%v%} e b5 B s been described. The evidence

ott ol /& e ’Q’f\’:\‘sﬂr’“ ing P1 only includs
Hov Hospitality Industry measures v et LA CT RIS

e Enpinnces Tt focaalebn  edhersty the Mind Map, and technical/
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“Hg £o Reduce the need for energy: — improve insulation audience, what is required by the

[ e - cuen framcan By
ven bU Use energy more efficiently: - smart lighting / heating client for the visualisation of the
the — - . ) - . data. Therefore, P1 assessment
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The other way to highlight a hotel’s energy efficiency / sustainability credentials was to work
towards a green mark. This guarantees that this is on the priority list of the hotel. One that was seen
on the Varsity Hotel in Cambridge was the Green Tourism Mark. Its criteria is below. Energy and
Carbon are the 2 criteria relevant to the research aims here. Home - Green Tourism

The research here has shown that there is a clear demand and expectation from customers that
heotels should be improving the energy efficiency of their buildings and designing these in with newly
built hotels. Using the energy hierarchy is a good way to think about which measures are most
impertant. This would be also true for ether industries looking at energy efficiency measures, such
as retail.

Hotels should be proud of the measures they have taken and should make it clear to customers
and displaying one of the green marks is a good way to do this. The green marks will also help hotels
fit this inte wider sustainability measures nesded for a better future. These green marks are alsc a
good think for other industries to look at, as they are applicable in many different settings, such as
in the wider leisure and tourism sectors not just for hotels.

According to the UN (Sustainable carbon credits strategy for the hospitality industry | Deloitte UK)
1% of global carbon emissions come from hotel operations. Therefore there is a great need for

o the dashboard must automatically update if any of the data is
changed this will prevent the company from having to redesign the
visualisation of the data every time there are amendments.

o formulae and functions must be used to automatically perform the
calculations. This will reduce the risks of errors rather than doing
manual calculations and also save time.

o when opening the file, the client must automatically be presented
with the dashboard. This is important so that the client does not
have to go searching for it.

o use buttons to navigate to different dashboards. This makes it easier
for the client to navigate between the two dashboards.

o usefilters on tables so that the client can select specific criteria.

Where charts are used, these need to update automatically after the

data is filtered to provide the visual view for the client.

of an additional column to
include the calculations based on
the prices and the calculation of
the 15% increase for Year 5 based
on Year 4 values.

This is image is taken
style work from F205 t
what the resource will

m the candidate
ive an indication
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Free climate education tools launched by OCR and WWF

OCR has produced a series of free climate teaching resources to help schools deliver their climate action plans. The initiative is
a partnership of the exam board with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Comberton Village School.

The resources are suitable for delivery to students from Years 7 to 11 and provide information about climate change and
sustainability in practical contexts. This includes being a sustainable business, greenwashing, and the differences between a
linear and circular economy.

PEOPLE

Sustainability OC R (INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETY)

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Sustainablelbusiness)

S

Name a business What products
that you think is =2 andlor services
‘sustainable.” does it provide?

Freely available New Teaching and Learning resources from OCR: supporting
the teaching of sustainability in schools and education.

Introduction

SUSTAINABILITY

PROFIT
(ECONOMY)

— —————
What do you What makes you
know about the think that the
business and the business is
way it operates? n sustainable?

PLANET
(ENVIRONMENT)

OCR has developed and created a series of delivery sessions centred around sustainability and climate education.

The journey is made up of five sessions (see below)that have been designed to help schools and teachers deliver sustainability and climate education in
a practical and engaging way.

The Department for Education (DfE) have directed that “by 2025, all education settings will have nominated a sustainability lead and put in place a
climate action plan-"!

Sessions available

« What is Sustainability
« People, Planet and Profit Products are designed to
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sauing plastic boties rom eading up i yet anolher landil, products. eco-friendly methods.

« Linear Vs Circular Economy

These sessions have been designed to be deliveredin schools and other educational settings through PSHE, year assemblies or curriculum down days.
Sessions have designed to run over 45-60mins and are supported with detailed session notes and guidance for teachers.

We are excited to provide you with resources that will help with your journey in helping young people understand and navigate sustainability in harmony

Gitcular Goats are mace for ¥ §
door in our unique recycled packaging s
+ Colours available: green and black B i po§slhle Products
+ Sizes avalable: small, mecium and large ™ G ‘should be used
are found for for as long as
\ obsolete q
Look good and be sustainable. products, whilst possible, and not
. discarded when

broken products

are repaired. We are bored of,

‘Keep warm, be more environmentaly riendly and do your bit o save
the planet’

We welcome your thoughts and feedback on using these resources.

www Gircularcoats.co.uk


https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/733528-sustainability-taster-sessions-for-key-stages-3-and-4.zip
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Next Steps

Visit the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability landing page to view the specification, sample assessment materials and support

» Become part of the teacher learning community in Sustainability

* Request factsheet and teaching and learning resources information sheet customerdevelopment@cambridge.org

« Book on to a ‘Starting to Teach’ professional development course 9t June 2026

« Sign up for email updates to keep up-to-date with the latest news, training and teacher resources.

Scan for landing page

» Let us know you'’ll be teaching the Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability here.

» For subject related queries, and to schedule a follow up, contact the Subject Support Coordinator
at support@ocr.org.uk or 01223 553998.

* For local support, contact our Partnerships Team at partnerships@cambridge.org.



https://teach.ocr.org.uk/level-3-certificate-in-sustainability
mailto:customerdevelopment@cambridge.org
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest/
mailto:support@ocr.org.uk
https://www.ocr.org.uk/contact-us/partnership-managers/
mailto:partnerships@cambridge.org
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Teach Cambridge

We encourage you to sign up to OCRs Teach Cambridge a secure online space specifically for teachers so you can access the
necessary teaching and learning resources needed for qualification delivery. Find out how to get started via the link below.

Teach Cambridge



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/

Subject Experts

Dean O’Donoghue
Senior Qualifications Product Manager

Lisa Winnington
Subject Support Coordinator
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